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HeadLines





You’ll be delighted to know that amongst my repertoire of poems learned by heart are several about snow*.  Alas there hasn’t been time to regale students with these topical offerings because snow has stopped play...and learning at our school for three days this week.  Was it the wrong kind of snow?  Can Headteachers ever make a decision which will present a convincing rationale for everyone?


A decision to close the school is not one that I have taken lightly.  At my previous school, we never closed but it was a place with no hills or even a slight incline and the vast majority of the staff lived within a few miles of the school.  That is not the case in Hemel Hempstead as I discovered to my cost on Monday morning when the first seventy five miles were easy and the last two, the last fifty metres in particular, were almost impossible.  The media may try to entertain us with tales of health and safety gone mad but I would rather be a Headteacher scorned for closing her school than one with injured students and staff or with a school running with a totally unsafe teacher / pupil ratio.


And that is not to say that I do not sympathise with parents who have to take time off work or encounter childcare problems because of school closures.  However, when we returned to school, albeit briefly, on Wednesday of this week, I was pleased to receive letters and cards from parents thanking me for taking the decision to close the school especially when I expected my share of the media backlash.  So ‘thank you’ to those who contacted me with messages of support.  Those messages which arrive with a reassuring regularity mean much to me and the staff.


I am also under no illusions that the return to school will be without cost.  Much learning time will have been lost.  I am particularly concerned about the Sixth Formers who have most of their lessons in certain subjects on one day in the week.  We will do everything we can to redress the balance of lost lessons, I can assure you.


The disrupted week has also meant that it has been difficult to congratulate the cast and crew and production team of ‘Anything Goes’ in the way they deserved to be congratulated.  What a magnificent show it was!  The brilliance of the music, dancing and singing was another revelation.   As you can imagine many people have emailed and written to say how much they enjoyed the performances and how stunningly professional it was for a school show.  I don’t think that we need to deal in the relativity of ‘for a school show’.  By any standards, it was a spectacular and assured version of a challengingly sophisticated Cole Porter and P G Wodehouse masterpiece.  The students were terrific and Diane Heale and her team deserve our warmest congratulations for such a superb piece of musical theatre.  I really believe, as I said in my speech of thanks on Saturday, that the musical is an art form in the same way that opera or ballet are art forms of the highest order.  Our students became part of a great work of art.  Fantastic!


Finally, I received letters from Mike Penning MP and from the Schools’ Minister Jim Knight MP this week congratulating us on our sustained improvement at GCSE.  Just over three hundred schools of the thousands in the country were singled out for such praise. Well done to the staff, students, governors and all our ever supportive parents and carers for helping us to be in that illustrious company of the top schools in the country! 





* One of my favourite poems about snow. Enjoy the first sixteen lines!


                                     


London Snow


            When men were all asleep the snow came flying,


             In large white flakes falling on the city brown,


             Stealthily and perpetually settling and loosely lying,


             Hushing the latest traffic of the drowsy town;


             Deadening, muffling, stifling its murmurs failing;


             Lazily and incessantly floating down and down:


             Silently sifting and veiling road, roof and railing;


             Hiding difference, making unevenness even,


             Into angles and crevices softly drifting and sailing.


            All night it fell, and when full inches seven


            It lay in the depth of its uncompacted lightness,


            The clouds blew off from a high and frosty heaven;


            And all woke earlier for the unaccustomed brightness


            Of the winter dawning, the strange unheavenly glare:


            The eye marvelled -- marvelled at the dazzling whiteness;


            The ear hearkened to the stillness of the solemn air;


						


Robert Bridges (1844-1930)
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Sandra Samwell, Headteacher

















Tues 10th   Year 8 Hockey Mini League @ Tring


	    Year 7 Basketball v Sandringham (H)





Weds 11th Year 8 Girls Football mini league @ Cavendish 


                    Year 9 Basketball v JFK (H)





Thurs 12th Under 15 Basketball v St Columba's College (H)


	    Under 13 Girls Football County Cup Semi Final TBC





SPORTS NEWS


Congratulations to the following students who have been selected to represent the District at the County Swimming Gala on February 27th.


Alex Hatt


Lois Moore


Louis Mayhew


Ben Barnes


Curtis Barnett


			       Miss E Bevan, Learning Leader: PE





Mathematics Stars of the Month for January


Year 7 Charlie Mayhew 7A, Mia Scott 7P, Christie Jackson 7F, George Nicodimou 7L, Olivia Wright 7C, James Saunders 7N, Josh Littlestone 7C, Robert Veall 7L.


Year 8 Alana Smith 8P, Rachael Phipps 8A, Mary Pattinson 8P, Zian Ahmed 8A, Sarah Worger 8A, Zoe Littlechild 8L, Ryan Barnett 8C.


Year 9 Andrew Coe 9P, Ryan McCarron 9A, Rhys Cassidy 9P, Emily Cook 9P, Ryan Howe 9A, Imran Ullah 9P.


Year 10 Jordan Smith 10F, Chelsea Sturges 10C, Ella Trevillion 10C, Ishmael Animashaun 10C, Freya Martin 10C, Laura Dowse 10P, Daniel Dewhurst 10C, Josie Mills 10N.


Year 11 Abi Acors 11L, Jonny Rae 11C, Liam Twyford 11A, Malika El Boukili 11A, Shelbey Joyce 11L, Michael Imrie 11P.


Mathematics Puzzle of the Month


Well done to Nick Tate 7P who was the only entrant in January’s puzzle.  The answer was eight people, four children (two boys and two girls), their mum and dad and their grandma and grandad (the dad’s parents).   Remember to come to the Mathematics office to collect your prize.


Here’s next month’s; why don’t you give it a try?


You just bought TEN trees.  You want to plant them in FIVE rows with FOUR trees in each row.  How are you going to do it?


Good luck.			                           Miss C Bandle



































SPORT





FIXTURES


Mon 9th    Under 19 Basketball v St Columba's College


           	   Year 7, 8 & 9 Girls Basketball (New Gym)
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Dates for Your Diary        


                                                  


***Blue Week***


 9th  Feb	    Postponed - Year 12 General Studies Day


11th Feb	    Year 12 Biology visit to Whipsnade Zoo


12th Feb	    Year 12 Science/PE visit to ‘Bodyworks’ London


	    ‘Into the Sixth’ Evening, 7.15 pm (re-scheduled owing


 to inclement weather 5th Feb)


13th Feb	    INSET Day – school closed to students


13th – 15th Feb Years 12/13 MFL trip to Germany


HALF TERM 16th – 20th February


***Gold Week***


23rd – 27th Feb Year 11 English Speaking and Listening Exams


23rd Feb	    Rock Challenge


24th Feb	    Year 11 ‘Invitation’ Revision Evening (re-scheduled


from 10th Feb owing to inclement weather)


25th Feb	    Dacorum Rotary Technology Tournament


26th Feb	    Year 13 Theatre trip to London


	    Year 9 Triple Science Information Evening








		


		

















�





Jumble Sale


Saturday 21st March 10 am 


Please begin to sort out your unwanted clothes and household items for the Jumble Sale.  We are able to store them now.


If you received any unwanted Christmas gifts we could really use them for our summer fair tombola stall.


Summer Fair 


The event has been arranged for Saturday May 16th.


If you would like to run your own stall, or know someone who would, please get in touch.


We have lots of things planned already including Hemel's Got Talent, which Miss Samwell will be hosting.


Our Sports Leaders are putting together a tournament for our linked Primary schools’ Year 6 students.





Judith Stallworthy, Chair HHSA (01442 393266 or mobile 07749 727350), email s.stallworthy@sky.com











Gold Letters issued recently:


Letter 116 Year 11 Geography Revision Sessions


Letter 117 Year 9 visit to the Somme


Letter 118 GCSE Exams Summer 2009


Letter 119 7A, 7C, 7F visit to the National Maritime Museum


Letter 120 7L, 7N, 7P visit to the National Maritime Museum


Letter 121 Year 12 Body Worlds Exhibition


All Gold Letters can be viewed on our website: www.hhs.herts.sch.uk





Sickness/absence line  Please will all parents contact us daily if your child is sick, going to be late in due to a medical appointment, or is absent for any other reason.  Please call our sickness/absence line on 01442 390103 by 9am if possible.








LIBRARY NOTICES





The Times/Sunday Times Books for Schools


The Times/Sunday Times Books for Schools scheme started on 11th January.  We can exchange these tokens for free books of our choice from a catalogue of 170 titles. There will be 12 tokens printed each week and with books starting at just 10 tokens you don't have to be a regular Times reader to make a difference to our collection.  Tokens can be deposited in the collection boxes in Student Services, Reception and the Library.  With your help we can make a real difference to our Library, ensuring that students have access to some of the very best titles available to help them to read and improve their literacy.





Year 8 Author Visit


Due to the adverse weather conditions the author visit for Year 8 on Tuesday 3rd February was cancelled.  Alan Gibbons has a full diary for this academic year so the visit has been rebooked for Thursday 10th September.  The visit will still involve the same group of current Year 8 students.                        


Mrs E Krajewski, Librarian











School policies can be viewed on our website under ‘about HHS/School Policies’.  If you require a hard copy of any of the policies please get in touch with the School Office.						         S J Samwell

















